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By John Roe
district editor

If you drive too fast you’ll miss
it.

As you speed east towards
Punkeydoodle’s Corners on
South Easthope Concession 2 & 3
— a road still called Pork Street
by locals — you crest a small hill
and dip down into a hollow, see-
ing a little blur as you pass by.

Stop and go back a moment.

The church you see lacks the
cathedral-like grandeur of St.
Patrick’s in Kinkora.

Nor is it even the county’s
oldest church — losing that
honor to the 132-year-old St. An-
drew’s Presbyterian Church a
few miles north of Shakespeare.

But many would argue that St.
Anthony’s Roman  Catholic
Church is the most beautiful in
Perth County.

A small building fashioned
from local field-stone, it is
deceptively simple. It forms part
of the rolling landscape of farms
and woodlots, created from the
forests, clay and rocks of South
Easthope Township.

Look closer at the delicate
woodwork rising like a sun abave
the whitewashed door — and the
single row of red bricks arching
above that.

And higher still, you see the
date — 1863 — when the first
pioneers built a permanent place
of worship to replace an old log
chapel.

On each side, three windows,
that once let streaming sunlight
in on the church-goers, are
boarded up — but for the one day
of the year when descendants of
the original pioneers return for a
summer memorial service.

Nothing disturbs the simple
lines of the building. No ginger-
bread clutters the gables, no in-
tricate carvings, gaping
gargoyles or rambling spires.

Only a narrow white eaves sur-
rounding the roof, leading
always to the four triangular

cornices that themselves pointup
to the peak and the steeple —
topped by a plain black wrought-
iron cross. .

Presiding over the whole scene
a tall white stone angel raises an
arm to bless the church and
farm fields crowding around the
churchyard fence.

At this time of year, snow still
hides many graves, but spring
will soon uncover a churchyard
that goes back to the very begin-
nings of St. Anthony’s when a
small wooden chapel was built in
1839.

For years after the second
stone church was built, township
farmers faithfully attended
mass, sitting in sun-washed pine
pews, kneeling before the hand-
carved altar, and listening to
hymns played on the old manual
pump organ.

After a time, most families
turned to the larger church in
New Hamburg, and St. An-
thony's closed.

But after 67 years of disuse
and neglect, the descendants of
the church’s founders banded
together in 1939 and vowed to
restore the building and
churchyard.

Volunteer workmen, all local
residents, restored the church
inside and out, rebuilding the
fences, ripping out roots and
shrubs, pulling fallen tomb-
stones back on their pedestals.

A local woman still acts as
custodian, tending the church for
the yearly service and any
passers-by who care to stop and
look.

But though attendance is
always high for the yearly mass,
St. Anthony’s sits quietly for the
other 364 days of the year,
waiting perhaps for the blast of
the last trump to break through
the sound of the wind, or the
quiet whirr of farm machines out
in the fields. .

It has already waited 129 years
and today looks ready to sit pa-
tiently until the end of time.,
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Annual pilgrimage honors restored rural parish

Tiny stone church stands strong

By Mark Stewart
staff reporter

SHAKESPEARE — The tiny
stone church stands alone on a
small patch of land a few miles
southeast of Shakespeare, sur-
rounded only by the markings
of a small cemetery.

Some of the gravestone in-
scriptions are barely legible,
worn faint over the years, But
the church itself is in near
perfect condition. Its solid stone
walls, tiny steeple, arched
doorway and simple delicate
windows are all intact

The year 1863 is carved on a
small stone inset above the
front door. The well-preserved
church looks almost brand new.

Thanks to family pride and
local initiative, St. Anthony's
Roman Catholic Church has
withstood the test of time and
recovered from years of ne-
glect. In the fall of 1988, when
the church opens for its annual
services, descendants of parish
founders will celebrate the
building’s 125th anniversary

The stone structure is one of
the oldest standing churches in
Perth County but according to a

Beacon Hearld story compiled

1940s, the roots of the rural
parish go back nearly 150
years.

In 1839, the first log chapel
was built on the same site in
South Easthope Township.

For years, a small separate
school was conducted in the log
chapel but declining enrolment
brought an end to classes after
the new stone church was built
24 years later.

The present stone church in-
cluding a small sanctuary,
three altars and a small tower
was built in 1863 under the
charge of Rev. Fr. E. Funcken,

An original list of church
subscribers contains 46 names,
mostly Germans along with a
handful of Scots.

Mass was apparently cele-
brated no more than once a
month until the early 1870s
when services were stopped
because of a dwindling con-
gregation.

With continued complaints of
distance, isolation an
primitive travelling to St. An-
thony's, people of the parish
were gradually split between
alternative churches in Strat-
ford and New Hamburg. °

Thr old grvesumes are tucked away in the corner of the small rural cemetery at St,
Anthony’s Roman Catholic Church in South Easthope Township (a few miles southeast of
Shakespeare). A small log chapel was constructed on the site in 1889 and these worn

by Rev. W.T. Corcoran in the

Continued on next page
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headstones are &n indicauon of how long the tiny parish has survived.

tOCK church ‘lives’ one day 8. year

John Roe
Record staff

TAVISTOCK — For 364 days of the year,
old Joseph Dietrich, Vincent Weiss, an angel
and the other residents of St. Anthony's cem-
etery have the place to themselves.

All that time, the silence surrounding
Perth County’'s oldest Roman Catholic
church is broken only by a chorus of nesting
birds in spring, the crickets chirping in late
summer and the occasional tractor grum-
bling over the land.

But one day every year, company comes
calling on Dietrich, Weiss and the tall, stone
angel that raises an arm in silent blessing
over the flelds crowding around the church-

yard.

And suddenly, St. Anthony's lives again

It doesn't matter that regular services
stopped here in 1871 when a handful of farm-
ers began walking and driving down the
road through Punkeydoodle’s Corners to a
bigger church in New Hamburg.

Long after dozens of other pioneer church-
es in the area have been abandoned, forgot-
ten and allowed to crumble back Into the
sofl, St. Anthony's walls stand strong and
proud, and the faithful still return to the
church named for the patron saint of those
who seek what has been lost.

“My great-great grandfather gave the half-
acre for this church,” explains 77-year-old
Francis Dietrich, of Tavistock, a direct des-
cendant of the Joseph Dietrich who lies be-
neath the green turf nearby.

“It's part of our family, I guess. This is an
old landmark around here and there’s no
way we'll ever let it go.”

Last Sunday, 150 people — many descen-
dants of Dietrich, Weiss and the other Ger-

man-speaking ploneers who built the little
fieldstone church — came back to celebrate
St. Anthony’s 125th birthday.

On that one day, the shutters came off and
sunlight streamed In again on whitewashed
walls and wine-colored carpets laid for the
occasion.

The sound of wind rushing through the
cornflelds was replaced by the murmur of
voices praying and the soft words of benedic-
tion uttered by Lhe priest.

With sitting  shoulder-to-
shoulder lnsldo the big doors were flung
open and dozens more sat in lawnchairs out-
side looking in.

Strangers may wonder why they bother to

The church is spare, but appealing, with its large windows, heart-filled cross and carefully lehded statuary.

ramrod straight in those hard-backed pews,
or why they pay in money or sweat to pre-
serve the church.

It's & mixture of faith and family, people
like Francis Dietrich will tell you. The
worshippers come to St. Anthony’s, he ex-
plains, to find something most other people
have lost and which they themselves might
otherwise lose.

‘The church, he admits, lacks a cathedral's
grandeur. But Its simplicity and its place —
cradled in the lap of & hillside five kilometres
northeast of Tavistock, on a road locals still
call Pork Street — make it one of Ontario’s
most beautiful churches.

The earth bore St. Anthony's,

In a Tavistock nursing home, 84-year-old
Charles Yausie still tells how his grandmoth-
er picked stones from the fields to raise the
church walls,

The wide-planked floor, the bl
pine pews, the hand-hewn altar were all
wrested from primeval forest. No ginger
bread clutters the gables, no gaping gar-
rovles or ramhlineg cniros disturh the cre

hed

But & delicate, fan-shaped trahsom rises
like & sun above the double doors, and the
four, triangular cornices guide the eye to the
steeple — topped by a stark, black wrought-
iron cross of interlocking hearts — and the
sky above,

Few Roman Catholics ever lived in South
Easthope Township and priests. performed
mass at St. Anthony's regularly for only
elght years. After that, the congregation
dwindled and dispersed and the church
doors slammed shut for 68 years.

“It was a real mess in the '30s," Dietrich
recalls, thoughfully stroking the stubble on
his h d chin. "I r ber it as a boy,
smothered with weeds with the choke cher-
ries all around it. But we got together and
changed it. The stone angel was falling over
but we put him back up Then we drew 100
loads of earth in here,"

Ever since 1930, Dietrichs and Weisses,
Dantzers, Hatleibs, Scheerers and others
have loyally returned once each summer to
St Anthony's

goes on. This summer, 15 farmers worket
with a contractor to put & new roof on the
building. Dietrich and others ara now trying
to raise about $12,000 to fix the stonework.

And on a late summer’s day, Dietrich anc
his three-legged dog Eno can be seen poking
around the churchyard, trying to root ou
the groundhogs that tunnel down into the
tombs of his ancestors.

Even people from other denominations
lend a hand. Robert Krug, a Lutheran from
Tavistock, attends the yearly mass and
helped put on a new roof earlier this year.

“How did they get those big fieldstones up
top on the walls?" he asks, marvelling at the
little church. “Who made the altar, who
were the people? Did they walk across the
fields and up the dusty roads? It will never
be known.”

He twists the skeleton key in the lock and
tests to see the door is locked again.

“When you come here, you can set your-
sell back six-score years in time, you can feel
the seasonal sllllncqs of the area It's far

from the meddenis . '
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Church is used once a year

By Record Statf Writer
TAVISTOCK — The litlle
stone church nestled in fields
of corn and wheat sits like a
jewel mounted in the serenity
of the countryside.

Tourists seek it out for its
beauty and history while local
people speak of it as a shrine.

St. Anthony’s Roman Catho-
lic Church was built in 1863
under the leadership of Rev,
F. E. Funcken but was only
used for eight years before it
was closed.

Why it was closed is uncer-
tain because historical
records are either non-exis-
tent or sketchy,

The windows were boarded
and grass and weeds in the
small, rolling yard and ceme-
tery allowed to grow unattend-
ed for 68 years.

In 1939, the little church was
given a new lease on life.

Members of Immaculate
Conception Church in Strat-
ford under the leadership of
the late Rev. W. T. Corcoran
restored the building and
grounds.

For 33 years since the resto-
ration the church has been
used only once a year each
autumn for the celebration of
mass.

This year the annual mass
will be celebrated Sept. 10 at
12:30 p.m. by Rev, Vincent
Gleason, pastor of Immacu-
late Conception Church. St.
Anthony's is three miles
northeast of Tavistock.

Robert Krug, a Tavistock

funeral director and local his-
tory buff, said as many Prot-

estants as Catholics attend the
annual mass.

“I wouldn't miss that mass
for anything — and we are
Lutherans,” he said.

Women from the Stratford
church dust, sweep and scrub
the church's interior a few
days before the mass and dec-
orale the altars and window
sills with flowers.

A red threadbare carpet,
which could be as old as the
church itself, is rolled down
the centre aisle,

The interior is made entire- '

ly of unfinished pine, some of
it hand hewn.

The sanctuary is built two
steps higher than the main
floor of the church and is en-
closed by a communion rail.

Two rows of pews — seven
in one and eight in the other
— provide seating for about 60
people.

Six rounded windows made
up of small, ‘clear panes of
glass are the only source of
light since the building has
never been wired for electrici-
ty.

The church is not heated,
but a wood-burning stove once
sat in the centre of the build-
ing with a long stovepipe
stretching up to the chimney.

The only purpose for |the
small belfry seems to be to
support a cross, since, as far
as is known, there has never
been a bell. '

The 14 stations of the cross
spaced around the inside look
tiny, even for this small
church. They are pictures

showing the various stages of
the passion and death of
Christ in black six - by - four -
inch frames,

Stairs lead to a choir loft,
whose main distinction is an
ancient reed organ, the age of
which is anybody’s guess. It
can still produce some sounds
and could probably be re-
paired if the right craftsman
were found.

The rolling lawn that sur-
rounds the shrine is mowed

and trimmed every week
while wild flowers thrive on
both sides of the wire farm
fence that separates the yard
and surrounding fields.

The six-inch steel key that |

unlocks the fron{ door — the
only door — is carefully
guarded. °

It is kept at the neighboring
farm of Mr, and Mrs. Ivan
Bundscho who only give it out
to visitors with the permission
of the pastor of Immaculate
Conception, :




Need A Good Read?
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who don't sccepl the inevimbility,
of wiolence amd who sre rigking
thzir 0w lives i live in peace:
Now two books just for fun,
Dl you gver eam a trip 1o charch
camp by memaoriving Bible vers-
e4? Can you recite the books of
tha Bible in their correct order
wilh ihe appropriate sing-song?
Then you'll profably la like 1
did, theough the Eagts of & whim-
sical Growing Up Born Again
{Fleming Revell, 1987, 5595 by
five writers who were ol bom,
like 1 was, berwean 1949 and
1950, That age span may be us
important &5 the "boen again® label *
im appreciaing wihal [0 some muy
be irreverentl homour, Byi [
houghi I'd roll off the comck when
| read thal someons besides me
amdl my sisters weed 10 wonder ot
prayer mestings (ihe kind whene
you tumed around in your ses and
kneeled with your face lowends
yaur bench) abowal the awiial smell
of the bench where & husdeed bod-

les bofore you hod sai In case
you're curious whether the saibors
are jusi making fun, oo the hack
cover they say, “our memorics s
sometimes halaripms, sometimes
paignant, but mostly affectionsie
anil full of gratide. "

The fourth book you might try
far h%h: summier reading iy cabled
The First Book of Last Times,
{Pzlm Beach Mewspapers, 1987,
56.%5) by Hon Wigging and Py
Crowley, You'll get the gist of the
book i I quote you o few lines like
“When was the last time your Diad
camied you n slesping from the
car” or “You had a splinter asd
your Disd beld yoa down while
you theshed and screeched.” the
suikors paint out that everyone
keeps reconds of the [irsd « first
wiep, first word, first date, bt no
une commomaorates the “lasts”
because who knows il's going 1o
be the last time your mothed
reminded yos 1 wear clean under-
wear because you might end up in
o hospetal emergency room.

A good book iakes us places
we may never visil, lets us “get
Imtiche o people wo'll never mest,
helips us 1o foel o shared hsmanity,
and, if nothing else, provides &
goud belly lsugh in a time when
there is ofice x0 Lttle o laugh
abixsl. Happy reading!

Fer 1w Spafiely recommerding other
lrW Bk wein 0 Melode Dave, Yoo

o, 131 S Stes Weel, Wesins,
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SL Anmthony's Roman ‘Catholic
Chrch on Pork Sireet in Soath
Easthope Townahip recelved a
new ool and oiher rencvations
last week. The job was performed

NOTICE TO RATEPAYERS
TOWNSHIP OF EAST ZORRA-TAVISTOCK

Youw co-oparation s hersby reguested during the curnent
dry spall to redrain from opan buming of any kind. The sk of
fing spraading to surrounding buildings: is very high due to
the lack of moisture.

Thisnk! you - Bnd hava a happy, tire-free summer!
Liahion Lais,
Township Firg Chiaf

FEATURES OF
THE MONTH

Prime Rib au jus ...
New York Sirleoin
Barbecued Ribs ..........
Rainbow Trout ...........

Veal Cordon Bleu ..........
All enfrees include choice of potalo and vegetabls

Also: Join us after the theatre for a variety
ol homemade desserts, specialty coffess and
appetizing snacks.

107 Wellington St., Stratford 2M-2772

by & leas fificen volanieers amd
Irsznids of the ald chrch

MNew asphall shingles were
applied to the roof afier the
reenovial of the old chimmey which
wird located @t about two-thinds of
the wuy back on the mofline. The
steeple (which may originally
have conlained a bell) also re
ceived acovering of vinyl sxding.

Foreman, Herb Wagler, {1op)

sitaches a rape to ke church's
metnl crogs just before it was
Boisted into position by three
wirkers las nesday morming,
The handmade symbol fesures o
wnigue, inserlocking hears design
within the cross patiernm. [i
received o new coal brbla;l: paint
before it was re-positioned an the
weople.
Joe Wagler, Brent 'Wagler and
Dhani are seen on the peak
placing the cross back on i

(

'PES - WIE MOROUS ALL
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Modors Limited
o o B Eas Tvedock, Ond
Taligetare FS5-T200
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THE DEPARTED

Dorothy Pearson

Mrs. Dorothy Pearson of RR
3, Woodstock, in her 8Tih year
E}iiﬂd away of the Wondstock

eneral Hospital on Satunday,
July 9, 1588,

e was the widow of Joseph
William Pearson who died in
1976, Dear mother of som J
Edward (and his wile Vi) Pear-

Mary E. (and her hashand Don-
aldy Sanders of RE 5. Wood-
sock, Al surviving are thineen
i’l'ltlf grandchildren. Sister af

. Nancy Chesacy of RR 5,
Woodsiock, Mre. Alice Exrl of
Woodsock, M. Nellie Chesnoy
of Inmerkip and the lsie Bob amd
the e Tom Chester, the lnte
Meta Hayward and the lae
Efizabeth Counscl. Friends were
recedved sl the M.D. (Mac) Smith
Fumeral Home, 'Woodsiock until
Tuesday when lransfer was made
o the Old 5i. Paul's Anglican
Church for the complsie service,

Interment was in the Anglican
Church Cemelery,

THE DEPARTED
Mrs. Marion B. Tucker

Mlrs. Murion B, Tecker, 89, of
ihe Caressani Care Home, Wood-
stock passed awny on Saerday,
Juely B, 19ES,

gh-: was formerly & resident of
Mariboro Street in Woodsiock
ond widow of Ernest T. Tocker
wha died in 1974,

Slw 18 survived by her dough-
ter Mrs. Jean Robers of of
Sallord and son, Momman Tecker
of Tavistock. Grandmother of five
prandchildren and nine great
grandchilidren.

She was predeceased by sistery
Arnie Cillon, Tillis Walker snd 8
brither John Stewan.

Friends were received at ibe
MO {Mac) Smith Fisncral Home,
Wiadstock were a service was
beld by Rose Rebeocn Lodge on
Monday at 7 pan. and ibe funcral
service was beld on Teesday, July
12th with Rev. Dr. CH
Dickimson olficiating.

Interment was in Oaford
Memanal Park Cemetery. Those

pressions of iy
E:I.Imf:m :n.n:id:; I!j'! |:
and Sirole Foundation.
“'Il'.lﬂrlrlﬂﬁ.
Bullt in 1863, lrldﬂ prmntl:‘- GET YOUR WEDDING
under the j\.llli_ ilon o }wﬂ:‘rmm“lp
ch
Simfont. the ot Ansciate boets  BUSINESS STATIONERY
sy onoc 8 year in lale summer AT THE GAZETTE
of the year,
= - 1
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| Tavistock & District Tennis Gl |
i MEMBERSHIP E
APPLICATION FORM i
| Pty apply Sor membarship in Tavistock & Disrict Tennis Club
NAME
ADORESS —
POSTAL CODE PHONE NO, I
NAME OF SPOUSE ___ —. 1
NAME AND AGE OF CHILDREN i
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES (Fease chock memberstip desined)
[ Juniers junder 161515, 1) Aduf {single} $30. [ Famiy $50.
Cheque encioeed lor §

Bervicy' Lessons - ¥ leguested

of contact Alned T

[

Ma# romiftance and sopication o Erigsock and Distric! Tennis Club,
oo Bil Fene, PO, Bow 416, Tiwigtock, Ontario MOA 2R0 (B55-2105)

REGULAR AND SPECIAL EVENTS
Juniof Club Tournameent - Senior Ciab Toumament
Junior Lessons - FREE - Sign up at tennis coorts

FOR LESSONS - Sign up i tennis courts
Teer - B55-2081
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